1917.7333 

LEAQ 

1987  ^ 

iwnois 


Lake 

Le-Aqua-Na 

STATE  PARK 


CONSERVATION 


THE  PARK 

Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park  is  in  Stephenson  Coun¬ 
ty,  six  miles  south  of  the  Illinois-Wisconsin  state  line 
and  three  miles  north  of  Lena,  Illinois.  The  715-acre 
park’s  prominent  feature  is  the  lake,  along  with  a 
variety  of  recreational  activities.  Land  acquisition 
began  in  1948;  the  park  was  dedicated  in  1958. 

The  name,  Lake  Le-Aqua-Na,  is  derived  from  the 
nearby  town  of  Lena  and  aqua,  the  Latin  word  for 
water.  The  Stephenson  County  Sportsman’s  Club, 
one  of  the  various  groups  sponsoring  the  park,  con¬ 
ducted  the  contest  that  resulted  in  naming  the  park. 

THE  NATURAL  SCENE 

Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park  is  situated  on  the  glaci¬ 
ated  plain  adjacent  to  the  unglaciated  area  of  north¬ 
western  Illinois  which  includes  Apple  River  Canyon 
State  Park. 

The  area  has  retained  much  of  its  original  beauty 
and  natural  interests  with  an  abundant  tree  popula¬ 
tion  of  oak,  hickory,  walnut,  butternut,  and  other 
hardwoods  along  with  large  tracts  of  pine  planta¬ 
tion.  Wild  flowers  are  prevalent,  particularly  in  the 
spring.  All  small  animals  common  in  northern  Illi¬ 
nois  live  in  the  park.  Deer  are  frequently  sighted,  but 
the  unique  mammal  found  in  the  park  is  the  badger. 


THE  LAKE 

The  40-acre  Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  was  completed  in 
1956  as  part  of  a  statewide  lake  development  pro¬ 
gram  which  provides  Illinois’  citizens  with  recrea¬ 
tional  opportunities  close  to  their  homes. 

While  the  initial  lake-building  program  was  highly 
successful  in  meeting  the  growing  demand  for  wa¬ 
ter-based  recreation,  problems  unique  to  man-made 
lakes  have  become  evident  over  the  years.  These 
problems  were  clearly  identified  and  action  taken 
to  improve  the  lake’s  condition. 

Implementation  of  watershed  improvement  prac¬ 
tices  such  as  streambank  protection,  no-till  farm¬ 
ing,  and  the  rip-rapping  of  the  lakeshore  has  im¬ 
proved  the  problem  of  lake  siltation.  Removal  of  the 
choking  aquatic  weed  growth  with  mechanical  har¬ 
vesters  has  improved  the  recreational  usage  of  the 
lake  and  helps  to  control  nuisance  blue-green  algae 
blooms. 

One  of  only  three  lakes  in  Illinois  to  utilize  an  axial- 
flow  destratifier,  this  device  mixes  the  lake  water 
insuring  an  adequate  supply  of  oxygen  for  the  fish 
at  all  depths.  These  and  other  programs  yielded 
such  a  dramatic  improvement  in  the  lake’s  water 
quality  that  a  small  swimming  beach  was  construct¬ 
ed  on  the  lake  in  1985. 

HISTORY 

Black  Hawk  War:  Three  engagements  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War  occurred  within  a  few  miles  of  the  park, 
and  a  minor  skirmish  touched  the  present  area. 

First  Permanent  Settlement:  The  year  after  the 
Black  Hawk  War,  William  Waddams,  the  first  per¬ 
manent  settler  in  the  county,  made  his  home  just 
to  the  west  of  the  park.  This  home  still  stands  and 
for  years  the  road  in  front  of  the  home  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  east-west  highway  across  northern  Illinois.  A 
small  community  grew  up  here  and  extended  east 
into  the  park  area. 

FACILITIES 

Picnicking  —  Several  picnic  sites  accommodating 
individuals,  as  well  as  larger  groups,  are  available 
throughout  the  area.  Two  picnic  shelters  with  elec¬ 
tricity  are  also  available  and  may  be  reserved  be¬ 
ginning  January  2  each  year. 

Camping  —  Le-Aqua-Na  offers  over  200  camp¬ 
sites  in  three  designated  areas,  accommodating 
recreational  vehicles,  tents,  equestrians  and  youth 


groups.  Facilities  include  graveled  pads,  water  hy¬ 
drants  located  at  various  points,  electricity,  a  dump¬ 
ing  station,  and  a  shower  building  with  flush  toilets, 
open  from  May  1  to  October  31.  Starting  January  2 
each  year  a  small  number  of  campsites  may  be 
“reserved”  while  the  majority  are  available  on  a 
first-come  first-served  basis.  Sending  friends  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  your  arrival  to  "save”  a  campsite  is  not 
allowed.  A  permit  to  camp  will  only  be  issued  when 
the  camper  who  will  occupy  that  site  arrives  with 
their  camping  unit  and  establishes  camp.  Camp¬ 
sites  are  limited  to  four  people  or  a  family  per  camp¬ 
site.  Access  to  the  campground  after  10  p.m.  is  lim¬ 
ited  to  registered  campers  only. 

Groups  of  over  25  persons  and  youth  groups  must 
have  advanced  permission  to  use  the  camping  fa¬ 
cilities.  Big  Buck  Campground,  a  separate  area 
from  the  other  campground,  is  maintained  for 
equestrians  and  is  accessible  via  the  country  roads 
bordering  the  park. 


Fishing  and  Boating  —  The  lake  was  first  opened 
to  fishing  in  1957.  Since  then  periodic  stockings  of 
walleye,  northern  pike,  and  channel  catfish  are 
made  to  complement  the  lake’s  self-reproducing 
species  of  largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  crappie,  and 
bullheads.  Regulations  governing  catch  limits  and 
sizes  are  strictly  enforced  and  apply  to  most  of 
these  species. 

Brush  piles  and  fish  cribs  are  located  throughout 
the  lake.  A  handicapped  fish  pier  is  located  near  the 
beach,  and  docks  are  provided  elsewhere  for  bank 
fishermen.  A  launching  ramp  and  rental  boats  are 
available.  Only  electric  motors  are  allowed. 
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Trails  —  Seven  miles  of  marked  trails  are  available 
to  the  hiker,  cross-country  skier,  and  equestrian  en¬ 
thusiast.  A  self-guided  nature  trail,  running  parallel 
to  Waddams  Creek,  is  a  favorite  of  those  interested 
in  nature  study.  A  trail  marker  with  a  red  slash  indi¬ 
cates  a  prohibited  activity  on  that  portion  of  the  trail. 
Equestrian  trails  begin  at  the  equestrian  camp¬ 
ground.  Please  keep  pets  on  a  leash  at  all  times. 

Concession  —  For  your  convenience  the  stand 
has  camping  supplies,  firewood,  sandwiches,  bait 
and  fishing  items,  as  well  as  canoes  and  paddle- 
boats.  From  May  1  to  September  15  the  concession 
is  open  from  6  a.m.  to  sunset  on  weekends  and 
from  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  during  the  week. 

Winter  Sports  —  When  using  the  area  for  your 
wintertime  enjoyment,  please  keep  a  safe  distance 
from  the  open  water  and  thin  ice  adjacent  to  the 
lakes  destratifier  unit.  There  are  no  trails  or  facili¬ 
ties  for  snowmobiling  at  Le-Aqua-Na. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted 
to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the  Site  Su¬ 
perintendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the  facilities. 
In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must  have  adequate 
supervision  and  at  least  one  responsible  adult  must 
accompany  each  group  of  15  minors.  All  pets  must 
be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodging  facilities  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach,  Star¬ 
ved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette,  Giant  City,  and  White 
Pines  Forest.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be 
made  with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  year-round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  This  area  is 
open  to  visitors  from  6  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  from  April 
1  to  October  31.  From  November  1  to  March  31,  the 
park  will  be  open  from  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  When  weath¬ 
er  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  roads  dur¬ 
ing  freezing  and  thawing  periods,  access  to  facili¬ 
ties  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Site  Super¬ 
intendent,  Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park,  8542  N. 
Lake  Rd.,  Lena,  Illinois  61048,  phone  815/369-4282. 
For  information  on  other  Illinois  sites,  write  the 
Department  of  Conservation,  524  S.  Second  St., 
Springfield,  Illinois  62706. 
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